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COST FORCES UM TO DROP PARKING STRUCTURE FROM PROPOSED BOND ISSUE
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana will not proceed with plans to build a new $12.5 million parking
structure as part of a Series E bond issue, President George Dennison announced recently.
The proposed project and others were dropped from the bond issue after feasibility studies
and campus task force reports were submitted to the president.
“The funding for the (parking) facility appears to require fee increases that must come in
more rapid increments than we can justify,” Dennison said in a letter to campus leaders last week.
“We have concluded that we cannot make this project work at the present time because of the
numbers.”
The plan had called for building a two-story parking garage to the west of Harry Adams Field
House. The garage would have provided about 870 additional parking spots in an effort to reduce
parking congestion on campus. However, the first draft of the plan called for parking decal prices to
jump from $98 a year to about $260 for students and faculty. Parking fees would not have increased
for UM staff to compensate for relatively low salary increases in recent years.
Also excluded from the bond issue was a proposed $2.3 million child care facility, after it
was determined that a prohibitive price per day would have to be charged in order to finance the
project. Dennison said Montana Tech also will have to do without a new family housing project
because of similar funding challenges.
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In addition, a proposal to spend $5 million on computing equipment was scaled back to $1.3
million.
All told, UM cut its initial bond proposal request from about $48 million to $10.1 million,
according to James Todd, vice president of administration and finance.
Dennison said the scaled-down proposal still includes funding for key improvements,
including $3.6 million to enhance the University Center and $2 million to create the Center for
Student Success, a one-stop advising and counseling center for academic and career services.
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